ABINGDON ARCHAEOLOGICAL GEOPHYSICS

4 Sutton Close, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 1ER
tel. 01235 529720 website www.archaeologicalgeophysics.co.uk

Short Report form

Survey Details

Report number 01/2011
Name of site : Dunstable Downs
County: Bedfordshire

NGR grid reference

NW corner 500596.9E 220394.3N
Centre 500626.1E 220388.7N

NE corner 500655.2E 220382.5N

Start date : 20 Jan 2011 End date : 20 Jan 2011

Geology at site

Solid - Chalk

Drift — presumed colluvium on valley floor.

Known archaeological sites / monuments covered by t he survey

No known monuments but a possible maze feature was to be investigated

Archaeological sites / monument types detected by t he survey
Resistivity produced a plan of the slight mounds visible on the surface and
showed others which may not be visible as surface features.

Surveyor Abingdon Archaeological Geophysics. Chris Oatley, Roger Ainslie

Name of client, if any:
National Trust
(address)

Purpose of survey:

To test whether geophysics could shed any light on the serpentine small
mounds on the valley floor.

Location of:

a) Primary archive, i.e. raw data, electronic archi  ve etc
A compact disc of these will be provided to the Client.
b) Full report:

ditto



Technical Details

Type of survey
Magnetometry and earth resistance

Area surveyed, if applicable
0.2 hectares

Traverse separation, if regular:
Magnetometry 1metre
Resistivity 0.5 metre

Reading / sample interval:
Magnetometry 8 per metre
Resistivity 0.5 metre

Type, make and model of instrumentation:
Bartington Grad 601

TR Systems resistivity meter

Trimble pro xr gps.

Land use at the time of survey
Grass and recently cut blackberry thorns.

Additional remarks
30 metre grids. First line start NW corner going east zig zag.
Weather dry but cold. Slight rain during survey.

Results (refer to plan below)

The magnetometry results showed little. This indicates that there are no
ferrous pipes or fired bricks there. The remains which were detected were
probably pieces of iron — old tins and other rubbish.

The resistivity results showed the sinuous mounds which can be seen on the
surface where they are approx 10cms high in places. To some extent the
resistivity will have just recorded these as the mounds, being drier, will give a
greater resistance reading than the damper hollows between them.

The resistivity appears to give a more complex picture than can now be seen
on the ground with additional anomalies of the same general type being
located. There appears to be some overlap of anomalies.

REMINDER

Many features cannot be located by using magnetometry or resistivity.
Features may well exist which are not visible on this survey.

For more detail on the equipment, techniques etc please see our website.



LOCATION on Googlemap base.




LOCATION on OS map base.
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GRID LOCATIONS
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The magnetometry grids were 30metres x30metres whilst the resistivity grids
were 10metres x 30metres. The arrows in the top left corner of each grid
show the direction of the first line of data collection.



MAGNETOMETRY GREYSCALE AND TRACE PLOTS



RESISTIVITY PLOTS



